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The leaves  of Laurus  nobilis L. (1.6 kg) were  exhaust ively ex t rac ted  with 80% ethanol. The res idue  
a f te r  the dist i l lat ion of the ex t rac t  was dissolved in hot water ,  and the flavonoids were  ex t rac ted  with 
ethyl acetate .  A chromatograph ic  analys is  showed that the ethyl aceta te  ex t rac t  contained five flavonoids. 
The ethyl aceta te  was dist i l led off and the res idue  was chromatographed  on a Kapron column, a 
flavonoid glycoside being desorbed  with 30% ethanol. When the e h a t e s  were  evapora ted  and lef t  in the 
r e f r i g e r a t o r  fo r  15 days,  this glycoside prec ip i ta ted .  After  r ec rys t a l l i za t ion  f r o m  a mix tu re  of ethanol 
and water  (1 : 1) it had mp 192-193 ° C. 

Acid hydro lys i s  with 2% H2SO 4 gave D-glucose  and L - rhamnose ,  and also the aglycone, which was 
identified as quercet in  f rom the products  of i ts  alkaline degradation,  chromatographic  behavior ,  the 
absence  of a mel t ing  point in admixture  with an authentic sample ,  the mel t ing  point of the acetyl  der ivat ive,  
and IR and UV spec t ra .  

I ts  chromatographic  behavior ,  the absence  of a mel t ing  point in admixture  with an authentic sample  
and the identity of their  IR spec t ra ,  and also the nature  of the ba thochromic  shif ts  of the m a x i m a  in the UV 
region of the s pec t rum  in the p r e s ence  of ionizing and complex- fo rming  reagents  [1] enabled the glycoside 
isolated to be  cha r ac t e r i z ed  as 3 ' , 4 ' , 5 ,7 - t e t r ahydroxyf lavone  3- ru t inos ide  (turin), and its aglycone as 
3,3 ' ,4 '  ,5, 7 -pent  ahydr oxyflavone. 
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